










143

She suggested that researchers should ask ques-
tions about the number of children, their ages, 
and whether or not they live in the household. 
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Employment 
If researchers target employed participants, they 
may want to report several types of information. 
That information could include: full-time vs. part-
time employment, type of employer, and type of 







147

FIGURE 17
Do you consider yourself to be:

❏ Heterosexual or straight

❏ Gay or lesbian

❏ Bisexual

❏
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of income, occupation, or education, 
but may have high standing within their 
social groups such as a religious or local 
community (para. 2). 

The MacArthur Scale of Subjective Social Status 
uses a drawing of a ladder with 10 rungs (MacAr-
thur Research Network on SES and Health, 2008). 
The directions ask participants to: 

Think of the ladder as representing where 
people stand in their communities. People 
define community in different ways, please 
define it in whatever way is most meaning-
ful to you. At the top of the ladder are the 
people who have the highest standing in 
their community. At the bottom are the 
people who have the lowest standing in their 
community. Where would you place yourself 
on the ladder? Please place a large ‘X’ on 
the rung where you think you stand in this 








